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WELCOME EVERYONE TO OUR AUTUMN/WINTER NEWSLETTER
We can't believe that it is that time of year again! We hope that all readers and their animals have enjoyed
the summer/holiday season. Let's hope that autumn continues to be lovely weather for us all.
Once again we have had a very busy year but also a very successful one. However we are sure that some
of you at least will have read the totally unwarranted and unfounded criticism we have received via the
press. This is being investigated by the RSPCA in the form of a complaint to IPSO (Independent Press
Standards Organisation) and we will let you know the outcome of the investigation when we receive it
ourselves.

I AM DESPERATE FOR A LOVING HOME
HI
I'M DEIRDRE,
DEE FOR SHORT
THIS IS MY
STORY

I arrived here in April. When I was picked up they found that I was
suffering with kidney stones but thanks to proper feeding I am now
fully fit but I will need to stay on a special kidney diet to make sure
I stay well and I think it's putting people off having me. In truth the
food isn't too expensive and is easy to get and I am really well in
every other way - and it is only a precautionary measure.
I am about 6 years old and have lovely long locks so need grooming
quite regularly. My friends say I am a lovely girl but would be best
in a home of my own without other animals.
I'm sure I could live with older children and I would just LOVE a nice
garden to sunbathe and play in.
I'm now getting desperate for someone to love. SO PLEASE - is
there a family out there that would like to give me a home? I would
be very happy to spend some time on my own if you go to work.
Please come and visit me - I promise you won't be sorry. LOVE
DEIRDRE xx

BEAUTIFUL OR WHAT!
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Meet Dobby - now
known as Purdy.
Cute little kitten?
Yes indeed.
But
this little kitten nearly died in the most awful way with her head
stuck to a glue trap and her mouth glued together. She was found
by a member of the public in the Camberwell area of London on
22nd July. The concerned finder tried using olive oil to release
this collapsed and suffering kitten without success and so called
the RSPCA. Purdy was deemed to be only about 4 weeks old. She
was taken to Putney Animal Hospital by Inspector Nick
Wheelhouse. After treatment Purdy was transferred to us at the
TunbridgeWells and Maidstone Branch where she is being hand
reared and making a good recovery.
The NATIONAL SOCIETY is asking EVERYONE to be aware of
these awful glue traps and to report any shops they see selling them by emailing
wildlife@rspca.org.uk with:
Name and address of the store where the traps are being sold (include post code if possible)
The Manager or owner of the store concerned (if known) and the address if different from
above.
The date the traps were seen on sale.
If, like me, you haven't come across these horrendous boards please just look at the photo
below right. Any creature, including domestic pets like cats, can get caught. Once caught
they cannot get off and will then suffer an awful death by dehydration, starvation and
pain until found. This is a totally cruel and unacceptable form of pest control that also
causes suffering to domestic pets like Purdy. She was one very
lucky kitten but many animals are not so lucky.
PLEASE - IF YOU SEE ANY EVIDENCE OF
THESE BOARDS BEING SOLD (I've already
spotted them on sale online but suspect the
society is aware of this) CONTACT THE
NATIONAL SOCIETY ASAP. THEY REALLY
NEED AND WANT YOUR HELP.

the end result

Rules For The Cat
The cat is not allowed on the furniture
Alright the cat can go on the furniture but NOT on the
kitchen counter.
Alright the cat can go on the kitchen counter too just
NOT when I'm preparing food. Deal?
Fine, the cat can go wherever it wants, whenever it
wants as long as it doesn't swat me in the face at 5.30 in
the morning demanding to be fed.
The cat will be fed at 5.30 in the morning!!!
anon

All cat owners MUST surely
know these rules!!
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DOGGY RESCUES

FUDGE'S STORY

My name is Fudge. When I
was just 3 months old I was taken to Mote Park Vets as I could
not eat and felt very poorly. They told me I had been born with
a condition called Persistent Right Aortic Arch and that I had
Pneumonia. I needed expensive open chest surgery and intensive
care. I had no money to pay so my lovely humans at Tunbridge Wells
& Maidstone RSPCA were called and they wanted to pay for me to
be fixed. I went home with nurse Chloe from the vets and battled my way
through the night until my return next day. There I met Bart and Corinna
who were very kind humans. They made me fall asleep and fixed my heart.
All the humans at the vets looked after me after my operation and took turns
to take me home. That was lovely. Soon it was time for my friends at the
RSPCA to find me a forever home so I could grow into a happy, healthy boy.
It is now 8 months later and I am doing really well. I love the seaside, long
walks, and most of all my family - and guess who that might be? Of course.
You've guessed it!!! It's Chloe the vet nurse who took me home and never let
me go!! Thank you soooo much to everyone at Tunbridge Wells & Maidstone
RSPCA and Mote Park Vets for giving me a chance of life. I am very happy
and really love my life now!! LOVE FUDGE

REGGIE'S STORY

MY name is Reggie and like Fudge I've had a really tough start in
life. I was taken to the vets in Tunbridge Wells by a kind member of the public and was told
I had a fractured pelvis and leg. Nobody was sure how this had happened to me and I couldn't
tell them but it really wasn't nice. My owner was found by the Inspector from Sussex but
unable to help me so I was totally stuck and in trouble. My care
overall was going to cost around £2000. I was only 5-6 months old
when all this happened to me. Thanks to lots of kind humans who
really wanted to give me a chance the CELIA HAMMOND TRUST
was contacted and they agreed to help me. Because it was so
expensive the TUNBRIDGE WELLS & MAIDSTONE RSPCA was also
contacted and they also agreed to help towards the cost of my
treatment. I am now much better. I have a slightly wonky leg but
I am able to get around quite happily and can run and play. My
friends tell me that a vet at the Celia Hammond Trust has fallen in love with me so I am very
hopeful of a bright future!! For more information about me please get in touch with the humans
at the Tunbridge Wells & Maidstone Branch. MUCH LOVE REGGIE
As a branch we do not have any kennel facilities so it is really good to be able to tell
you about just a small amount of the work we do for dogs. The two stories above are
just two young and beautiful dogs that needed help to recover and find new and loving
homes. It gives the branch great pleasure to be able to help in such cases. It's what
we are here for.
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Meet the lovely Bella (Left of photo ) with her
HEARTWARMING
STORY FOR CHRISTMAS friend Dennis. Bella came to the attention of the
Inspectorate and was found to be very
- BELLA'S STORY
overweight with two large lumps on her body. A
return visit a month later found Bella even more
overweight, unable to walk properly, coughing and showing signs of liver distress.
It was agreed to take her into the care of the RSPCA.
Bella is 12 years old and weighed in at 45 kilos! She needed the lumps removed but needed to lose weight
first for the sake of her health considering her age. Bella's spirit was amazing. A target weight of 35 kilos
was set and Bella soon started to enjoy walking and obviously was starting to enjoy her life again. Because
the lumps were red and sore the Branch decided a foster home would be better than a kennel environment.
She immediately started to thrive and was soon easily walking 2-3 kilometers - demanding that in fact she
WAS taken out! She thrived well and played regularly with the fosterers' other dog.
Bella got down to 37 kilos, much to the vet's delight, her cough disappeared and she even started to run short
distances. She got used to eating carrots for treats (having spat them out initially) and it was now only
the lumps that were holding her back. At 12 years old her operation was a worry but once again her amazing
character and spirit won through and she was back on her feet within 48 hours minus another 2 kilos (the
weight of the fatty lumps removed from her body!!!). She had finally reached her 35 kilo target!
By now Bella had bonded with the rescued animals in her loving foster home and after some discussion it
was agreed that she could stay there and become a part of that family for the rest of her life.
We are delighted to tell you that Bella's family is in fact our very own local
Inspector and her partner who is the Branch Support Specialist!! We thank
Rosie and Becky for all their help, love and hard work with this remarkable dog
and are delighted they are keeping her. Bella deserves all the happiness she can
get - and she most definitely will get it!
This is exactly the type of thing your Branch funds help with on a regular
basis and we are truly grateful for the support that we get from all our supporters, members
and friends. At this time we always like to say a BIG THANK YOU to all those lovely people
who have taken in our needy animals during 2017 and given them love and security for the
future.
We also say THANK YOU yet again to all our volunteers, staff and Inspectors who work
tirelessly on behalf of our animals, and the SEAWARD COPY SHOP in St. Peters for continued
sponsorship of the branch.

WISHING EVERYONE
AND THEIR LOVELY
ANIMALS
PEACE AND HAPPINESS THIS
CHRISTMAS

Editor: Kate Matthews

FROM EVERYONE AT THE
TUNBRIDGE WELLS AND
MAIDSTONE BRANCH

